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reforming party in Johannesburg had been arrested and placed
on trial at Pretoria, Rhodes and three others being sentenced
to death for having signed a letter inviting Dr. Jameson to
come to their assistance, while all the others were sentenced to
two years' imprisonment or to heavy fines and banishment
These sentences were not carried out, as President Kruger was
appealed to by thousands of compassionate people in South
Africa on the score that to prevent racial hatred in the future
justice should be tempered with mercy. The death sentences
were commuted to fifteen years' imprisonment and the other
sentences reduced. But even these were not fulfilled, and in
1897, the year of Queen Victoria's jubilee, the prisoners were
liberated as an act of grace. In England Dr. Jameson, Sir
John Willoughby, and other gentlemen who had taken part in
the Raid were put on their trial and sentenced to brief terms of
imprisonment, but on account of ill-health during confinement
they also were liberated at the end of a short period.

CHAPTER LXIII
THE MATABELE

CECIL RHODES himself was now summoned to England to
appear before a Parliamentary Committee .appointed by the
British Government to inquire into his public conduct, and
the extent, if any, of his complicity in the Raid. Before he
set out, however, for this unpleasant proceeding, he was called
:upon to deal wife a new trouble in South Africa. Taking
advantage of the withdrawal of the Border Police by Dr.
Jameson at the time of the Raid, and resenting the inereasing
population of white men in their territories, the Matabele
again rose in .rebellion. Rhodes at once joined a column of
his Rhodesia Horse, under Colonel Beal, and moved rapidly
to the relief of Bulawayb, a new town that had been erected
on the site of Lobengula's chief kraal, which was besieged by
the black warriors.
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